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Interim Moderator: Rev Calum Macdougall 

Locum Minister: Rev Nancy Norman 

From our Interim Moderator ... 

I imagine few among us do not have a mobile phone.  As one who, for a long 

time, vowed I would never possess one, I now seldom go anywhere without 

what has become the must-have item of personal technology. In view of my 

initial resistance I am a little reluctant to admit that, but it is true.   

Not only do our mobiles enable easy and instant communication, for me it is 

my timepiece, my handy pocket camera and a source of seemingly endless 

amounts of information on any number of subjects.  Among its many other 

functions, it incorporates a calculator, it monitors my daily exercise, it 

provides a readily accessible photo album and in recent times has carried 

applications that aid with tracking and tracing in the Covid pandemic. 

In the light of all of this, it is little wonder that the phone’s storage capacity 

was coming alarming close to its limit. Very helpfully, though I had not known 

it, the phone gives me a breakdown and to my horror I discovered that the 

greatest drain on storage capacity came from the ‘recycle bin’. 

For years I have tried systematically to delete various items that I have felt no 

further need of, specifically in order to save the battery.  Had I been more 

tech-savvy I might have realised that pressing ‘delete’ would not remove 

items from the phone altogether, but would only send them elsewhere, 

namely the recycle bin.  When I discovered this and emptied the bin, 

suddenly I had oodles of spare capacity.  What a wonderful discovery! 

The General Assembly that came to a close last Thursday has spent much time 
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reflecting on reports and engaging in debates focusing on the multi-faceted 

crisis that is confronting the Church.  The strain on finances and the acute 

shortage of ministers are but two continuing manifestations of the overall 

challenges we face, but money and personnel apart, one fundamental 

question, to be addressed at every level, concerns priorities.  

We need to set our priorities for mission: where, in the lives of our parishes 

and communities, should we be concentrating our efforts?  How can we make 

optimum use of our human and other resources to be worshipping and 

serving communities that proclaim, in word and action, our love of and 

service to Jesus Christ?  How can we hold in tension those aspects of being 

Church that we feel we cannot do without, together with the absolute 

necessity of discarding those structures, traditions and practices that may 

have served us well but which we can afford to carry no longer. We need to 

be mindful that, as John Henry Newman put it, the Church exists primarily for 

those who are not part of it.      

As we look to the future and to a new ministry in our extended linking, there 

will, of necessity, be certain changes of emphases in how we organise 

ourselves.  More will be asked of elders, members and adherents.  Gifts and 

talents will be discerned and put to work effectively in the service of Christ.  

As we reach out to our communities we shall have to be increasingly ready to 

acknowledge that those who become part of our congregations cannot be 

expected simply to fit in with the way we do things.  To follow Newman’s line, 

the Church exists to serve and glorify Christ and not to please its members. 

We are in the midst of challenging but exciting times for all of us and, like 

every living entity, we live with constant change.  Sometimes that can be 

unsettling, at other times exhilarating, but either way we need to cast off 

what is no longer essential so that our collective power pack, in which our 

shared faith is the most important element, will be primed for the purpose. 

With warmest wishes, 

Calum Macdougall. 

Interim Moderator 
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Message from Session Clerk ... 

Our services from St Andrew’s continued over Zoom throughout May 
with Holy Communion celebrated at Pentecost, shared jointly with our 
friends at Carlops and Kirkurd & Newlands Churches. Zoom Church has 
been really popular and has helped to keep our congregations feel and 
stay connected. It will continue as we move into June although we are 
now giving close attention to how and when to reopen our church for 
services. Most likely there will be some attended services in the 
Summer which will allow us to work out what’s possible whilst 
following the Covid rules and guidance protocols. We may consider a 
blend of attended church and Zoom church and a small group of people 
are tasked with considering options for the Kirk Session. Meanwhile we 
do have some wedding bookings for St Andrew’s which are permitted 
to go ahead, and this will inevitably give some new experience in 
managing attended services as part of the ‘new normal’. 

Last month in the newsletter we drew attention to the consultation 
process underway to determine whether or not the six churches in our 
new linking would take an open approach when considering applicants 
for the present ministerial vacancy. This would permit considering 
applicants from, among others, those who are in a civil partnership or 
same sex marriage. The process of consultation was concluded in May 
when all Kirk Sessions twice voted positively and overwhelmingly in 
favour of this. This decision means that West Tweeddale can now move 
ahead to form a Nominating Committee tasked with attracting 
applicants and eventually bringing a Sole Nominee who will then be 
presented to congregations for approval. St Andrew’s is seeking three 
members from its congregation and Kirk Session to join the Nominating 
Committee. Should there be more than three, then a ballot will be 
organised in early June by letter. At the time of writing this looks highly 
likely so please keep a look out for updates and a voting slip. 

Meanwhile it does feel that we are racing into the Summer months 
with longer days if not yet warmer temperatures! We will be missing 
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             Readers 

 June    6th Pat Graham 

  13th Pat Graham 

  20th Matthew Whalley 

  27th Matthew Whalley

       

Readers 

July   4th Tony Hoskins 

 11th Tony Hoskins 

 18th Margaret Benington 

 25th Margaret Benington 

Zoom Services June  

 West Linton 11.30 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

6th Colin Herd Colin Herd Rev Nancy Norman 

13th Mary McElroy Mary McElroy Rev Chris Levison 

20th Rev Nancy Norman Patsy Campbell Rev Nancy Norman 

27th Kevin Scott Rev Nancy Norman Kevin Scott 

4/7    

Material for the July Newsletter should be submitted to the editor by  Monday 

28th June 2021.  The June issue will be available by 4th July.    

Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org.   

Please include ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 

To stop receiving the Newsletter by email please send an email to : 

newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

Whipman Week for a second year however we do expect there to be a 
Whipman service organised jointly with St Mungo’s Episcopal Church. 
The date has been set for Sunday 13th June at 11:00am. Most likely this 
will be over Zoom, so please look for the link published in Linkage News 
or further updates nearer the time. 

Tony Hoskins 

Session Clerk 
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